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George policy were not slow to retaliate with an " Anti-
Budget League ". The evils of the land monopoly, of -
those who reaped where they had not sown, of those who
legislated without having been elected by the people,
were the targets for Liberal missiles. On the other side,
the half-baked proposals of a little attorney ignorant of the
elements of finance, the wickedness of stirring up class
strife, and the necessity in a sound political system for a
strong Second Chamber, were the favourite themes*
It was not until the last day in November that the House
of Lords rejected the Budget, thereby transforming the
whole dispute into a fight for democratic government*
Before that had taken place Lloyd George had made two
outstanding speeches, the one at Limehouse, the other at
Newcastle; both of which are supreme examples of his
platform oratory in the best years of his life*   In them we
see his method of speaking in all its strength and in all its
weakness.   Models of platform oratory in the old style
they certainly are not*   They have not much form; the
sentences are often slipshod; the diction is generally poor*
Their most partial critic must allow that they are not great
prose in the sense in which the best speeches of Bright,
Rosebery, Asquith, Curzon, and Winston Churchill are.
Nevertheless, if a speech is great in proportion to the
immediate effect which it has upon the audience to which
it is addressed, no one can deny that these, and many
others of Lloyd George's platform orations during the
succeeding years, are worthy of a place in the front rank*
They are a mixture of conversation and rhetoric, abound-
ing iti homely touches, as well as in striking, and often
extremely   beautiful,   metaphors*   Above   all,   they   are
-charged with passion: they come flaming from the speaker's
heart, and they kindle the hearts of his auditors.   The
.complaint that they are vulgarly abusive could never be